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PREPARING STUDENTS TO LEAD LIVES OF CONSEQUENCE.

The Office of Academic and Faculty Affairs

Dear HWS Community,

I am excited to participate in HWS Day, a day dedicated to celebrating the accomplishments, 
progress, and success in the scholarly and creative works of our students here at Hobart and 
William Smith Colleges. Running currently is the fifteenth year of the Senior Symposium 
which provides an important occasion for us to reflect on the value of a Hobart and William 
Smith education and to appreciate the learning, insights, talents, and developments of our 
community as we applaud our seniors on their academic journeys. 

I hope you will all join me in attending a variety of student presentations throughout the day. 
This event highlights what is so special about a liberal arts education at HWS -- -the 
achievements of our students, the central involvement of our faculty and staff, the 
interdisciplinarity and multiple approaches to tackling the pressing issues of the day, and the 
high standards and expectations for rigorous intellectual engagement and debate. As the 
Provost and Dean of Faculty, I welcome you to join us in these presentations, discussions, 
and discoveries and I applaud the student presenters for being shining examples of a Hobart 
and William Smith education. 

I also want to express my gratitude to my faculty and staff colleagues who have provided 
invaluable mentorship as they have nurtured these students and their work throughout their 
time at the Colleges. Without your support, advice, and encouragement, this experience 
would not have been nearly as successful. Finally, I want to thank those who have dedicated
time, energy, and effort by presenting their work, moderating panels, attending panels, and 
providing a voice of congratulations and support.

Sincerely,

Sarah R. Kirk
Provost and Dean of Faculty
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1Chartrand, Gary, and Ping Zhang. A first course in graph theory. Mineola, NY: Dover Publications, 2012. 
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PLEN: PREPARING YOU TO LEAD 
 

Zoe Aracena, Genesis Rosario, and Kimbelry Saavedra 
 

The Public Leadership Education Network (PLEN) is a national, non-partisan organization 
based in Washington D.C. focused on empowering, educating, and engaging women and 
marginalized gender groups to promote diverse, inclusive leadership in policy making. 

On campus, our PLEN chapter focuses on promoting leadership, professional 
development, prioritizing self-care, and aiding students in the navigation of their college 
journeys through discussions on a wide array of social justice issues. Previous event topics 
have included LGBTQ+ disclosure in professional settings, navigating disability in the 
workplace, and addressing the gender gap in male-dominated STEM fields. In addition to 
these critical topics, we provide a space for students to explore and learn about personal 
and academic career avenues such as selecting a major, studying abroad, practicing self-
care, and salary negotiations. We do this by hosting bi-weekly breakfast meetings and 
special campus events, including some co-hosted with the PLEN Theme House. PLEN 
breakfasts are hosted bi-weekly at the AIC or at the PLEN House when the event is co-
hosted with the theme house. We enjoy inviting HWS alumns and speakers from various 
professional backgrounds to share their experience with leadership and the impact of PLEN 
on their lives and careers. 

Additionally, every semester our PLEN chapter sends several students to Washington D.C. 
to participate in seminars organized by the PLEN National team that gives students insight 
into different sectors in the policy realm including Health, STEM, and Global policy. 

that mission. 



SEX AND HATRED: RELIGION IN THE DISCOURSE OF INCELS 
 

Ashley Aronson 
 

Incels, a name for involuntarily celibate men who are part of a larger alt-right subgroup, 
are a community that has received growing media and academic attention due to their 
oftentimes extremist values and the perpetuation of terrorist acts. However, there has been 
little academic attention from Religious Studies scholars. The relationship between incels 
and religion is deeply important to understand. My Honors project in Religious Studies 
aims to unpack the assumptions and unique connection incels hold to Christianity, the dual 
connection that is present with Islam that is depicted through both islamophobia and deep 

whether incels are a cult.  

Understanding the complex relationship between religion and incels allows for a better 
understanding of the manosphere and its alt-right components that hold more and more 
importance in daily life as politics and social movements in America evolve. There are 
ramifications related to rights that a group is given when they are understood as religious, 
marking incels as an important site for academic exploration with tangible contemporary 
consequences.  



UNLOCKING THE AMERICAN DREAM WITH LANA DEL REY 

Taylor Ashe 

Lana Del Rey is an American alt-pop singer/songwriter who burst on the mainstream music 
scene in 2012 with her debut album Born to Die and its chart-topping single 

 While the album was commercially successful, critics at the time questioned her 
authenticity and the validity of the themes she explored, calling Del Rey out of touch1 and 

2 Ten years later, the Grammy Awards 
- 3 What changed?  How did 

the music that was once panned for its inauthenticity become a hallmark of American youth 
and womanhood?   

production by reviewing literature 
exploring popular music and culture, nostalgia, American identity, and iconography. This 
multi-method approach provides me with the framework to understand how popular music 
can reveal important cultural discourses about America.  

and musical production that speak to a distinct form of nostalgia.  
nostalgic vision of America both reflected and shaped broader social ideas about youth, 

 
America, prompting her audience to consider their place in a culture riddled with 
juxtaposing messages of hope and dreams, lust and falsehoods.  

1 Pitchfork, January 30, 2012, 
https://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/16223-lana-del-rey/. 
2 
https://www.spin.com/2012/01/lana-del-rey-born-die-interscope/. 
3 

The Grammy Awards, January 27, 2022, https://www.grammy.com/news/lana-del-rey-born-die-
album-record-year-anniversary  



MOVEMENT FOR JOY 
 

Cherish Atkinson 

My research project is designing a series of movement sessions influenced by Patterns of 
Total Body Connectivity: breath, core-distal, head-tail, upper-lower, body-half and cross 
lateral. This research, as part of my Movement Studies major and Biology minor, is focused 
on developing a movement session for senior citizens to support psychophysical wellness 
by using playful, and adaptive movement for different abilities. Additionally, I focused on 
the many connections that can be associated with movement, such as music, fun, play, 
strength/stability, and storytelling that elicits memories. To see whether there is any 
evidence of these connections I collected an informal survey through the nursing staff 
familiar with the individuals and testimonies. 

In order to support this project I have also done research on other programs that have a 
similar mission, like Silver Sneakers and ActiveLiving Every Day. I hope to design a 
simple movement structure that could be done with the general nursing staff. I also expect 
to learn about an age group that I plan on interacting with more in the near future. 



INFORMAL WORKFORCE 

Mary Baillos 

This paper focuses on the institutional and historical contexts of the informal work sector 
in Kenya and why women end up in the informal work sector, including transportation, 
domestic housework, and sex work. A multi-disciplinary study was conducted using 
empirical data, including fieldwork, institutional policies, and personal stories to 
understand the barriers for women in the informal work sector. A historical analysis shows 
that the informal work sector started during colonialism; analyzing current policies and 
other government documents shows how little the government works towards supporting 
women in the informal work sector. Personal accounts gained through interviews share 
first-hand experience in the informal work sector. This study is important to understand the 
livelihoods of people from different backgrounds and the importance of the informal work 

home's needs, work in agriculture in rural areas, care for younger or older family members, 
and/or the general lack of funds to support sending women to school. This study calls for 
a multi-disciplined approach to gender equity and economic empowerment in modern 
Kenya.  



THE CONSTANTS AND VARIABLES OF THE U.S.-ISRAELI SPECIAL 
RELATIONSHIP 

Tessa Baker 

The U.S.-Israeli special relationship has been a highly contentious topic in 2023: will we 
witness the continuation of the status quo or the erosion of this seemingly impenetrable 
relationship? Drawing from recent literature, I have tracked constants and variables that 
scholars deem paramount in the reproduction of the U.S.-Israeli relationship: strategic 
interests, shared values, and public opinion. 

Prominent scholars have provided thorough historical accounts until the summer of 2023, 
leaving the role of Washington in a post October 7th 2023 world unaccounted for. Assuming 
these constants are at the core of the U.S.-Israeli bond, I track their relevance in  American 
foreign policy decisions within the timeframe of October of 2023 to January of 2024. Using 
statistical data, historical, and discourse analysis, I hope to test the role the constants play 
within American foreign policy decisions regarding Israel. Given the tragic events 
following October 7th, it is more critical than ever to expose the variables and constants 
that shape American foreign policy and legitimize special relationships. 



 
 

Ava Brazie, Riley Craft, and Kristoffer Viviano
 

Our sociological research team provided consulting for the Geneva Housing Authority 
(GHA) which provides low-income housing to individuals and families in Ontario and 
Wayne County. The GHA contains a waitlist of nearly a thousand people trying to find 
housing. We produced necessary data for the GHA on who their waitlist clients are and 
how they found the Geneva Housing Authority. This information will help the GHA 
understand their clients better, so that they can render resources more effectively.  

This research combines interviews with geo-mappings. The project includes sixty 
interviews with current waitlist members and interviews with GHA staff. From the waitlist 

with the GHA, we gained insight into their current management process. Using the waitlist 
data, we created a Geo Map to demonstrate the demographics of the clients and where they 
come from. The Geo Map is an effective way of showing these different factors with 
different layers and color-coding. This research can help the Geneva Housing Authority 
manage their extensive waitlist, helping their clients and streamlining their business. 



 

Samari Brown and Autumn Washington 

Studies have shown that it is important that every child enters school ready to learn, is 
supported, engaged, and succeeds in school (Arnold and Doctoroff 2002; Black and Engle 
2008). Geneva 2030 is a network of community members, organizations, and institutions 
partnering to contribute to change in the Geneva community that connects people, ideas, 
and resources to identify and reduce barriers facing our youth. The goal of this project is 
to identify, measure, and assess the strength of connections among agencies involved in 
the Geneva 2030 collective by measuring connectivity and trust; this study quantifies 
interconnectedness by assessing factors such as communication frequency, collaboration, 
and shared goals. 

We expect that Geneva 2030 may be underutilizing its network of resources and 
community partners, impacting the distribution of resources and services to the community. 
Our research began with a comprehensive review of the literature regarding collective 
impact initiatives. To create our report, we developed an interview protocol based on 
factors such as literacy, birth to kindergarten, and college and career readiness to evaluate 
the level of trust and confidence that partners have in the work of Geneva 2030. We 
identified patterns, themes, and insights to inform decision-making. This research 
contributes to the ongoing efforts to enhance community support and opportunities for 

 

  

 



INTERPLAY BETWEEN LINGUISTIC POLICIES, NATIONAL,  
AND LINGUISTIC NATIONALISM 

Artem Buzoverya  

This research project investigates the interplay between linguistic policies, national 
identity, and linguistic nationalism across diverse political contexts. The paper argues that 
tightly-regulated language policies drive conflict in linguistically heterogeneous polities 

bilingualism and the historical and contemporary forced monolingualism in Ukraine under 
Soviet and post-Soviet conditions. 

Building upon the work of Panter (2022), the paper explores the Ukrainian case in 
diachronic detail.  This entails tracing the ramifications of Russian state actions on the 
formation and evolution of Ukrainian national identity, notably through the promotion of 
linguistic homogeneity. Additionally, it explores the divergent perspectives within 
Ukrainian society regarding language and cultural affiliations, particularly evident in the 
wake of Ukraine's independence in 1991 and the Euromaidan revolution of 2013. The 
Ukrainian case will be compared to the other two cases with some historical context and 
explicit government policies to showcase how government policies work to accommodate 
or exaggerate linguistically heterogeneous populace. Process-tracing techniques and a two-
by-two typology will be used to explore the effects of different policies on three 
linguistically heterogeneous states. This study seeks to offer valuable insights into the 
complex dynamics between language, national identity, and political conflict.  



GAME PLAN FOR LIFE 
 

Michael Cardinali 
 

Sports extend far beyond the boundaries of the playing field, impacting communities and 
individuals alike. This independent study explores the multifaceted impact of sports, 
focusing on community, culture, and character development themes. The power of sports 
can be used as a catalyst for what is more important than any score of a game, like social 
justice, leadership, LGBTQ+ representation, race, and nationalism among other ideals. 
Sports play a pivotal role in addressing social issues because athletes have the platform to 
promote inclusivity and equality as demonstrated through the years. 
 
Sports not only impact the team or the community as a whole but also undeniably impact 
the individual. Sports serve as a unifying force that transcends societal divides providing a 
sense of belonging to individuals. Through participation in sports, individuals develop 
essential character traits for life such as discipline, resilience, leadership, and teamwork. 
The second of a game clock or the inch of a yard marker allows the individual to understand 
the importance of a minute detail. Amidst the world’s turmoil, sports provide an 
opportunity for community cohesion, personal growth, and societal progress. When taking 
the lessons an athlete learns into the real world, they will be better prepared with a game 
plan for life. 



TOOLS FOR CREATING EQUITABLE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CLASSROOMS 

Emily Cataldo 

Creating equitable elementary classrooms is essential for fostering a supportive and 
inclusive learning environment where all students have equal opportunities to succeed. 

ities, or 
circumstances, receives the support they need to reach their full potential, whereas 

support, and opportunities are distributed based on individual needs rather than being 
uniform for everyone. It is important that we understand the different needs of our students 
and create tools to ensure that every student gets the tools to have their needs met so they 
can succeed. 

I have researched specific tools that aid in creating equitable classrooms, and will discuss 

more. 

Work Cited 

Soika, B. (2020, March 19). Seven effective ways to promote equity in the classroom. USC Rossier School  

Kampen, M. (2022, June 23). 8 powerful ways to promote equity in the classroom. prodigygame.com. 

Sager, J. (2021, August 31). What are equity sticks? how to implement them in your classroom. Teach 

Weinstein, B. (2023, May 23). 9 ways to promote equity in the classroom. teachergoals.com. 



BRAINDANCE 
TO IMPROVE FOCUS IN ADOLESCENTS AND COLLEGE STUDENTS 

Lyla Corbett 
 

From my experience as a tutor with America Reads and a student myself, I have observed 

connectivity that occurs in stressful learning environments. How can dance and movement 

BrainDance, into a 5-10 minute ritual that will center 
the brain and body and prepare for a more effective learning process. I will work with K-
5th grade kids through the America Reads program. I also plan to work with peers in my 
psychology class, in hopes to better understand how this ritual can appear in the routine of 
a college student.  

Through verbal feedback provided by my participants, I am hoping to establish ways in 
which this ritual proves to be most effective. Does it function better as a morning ritual 
done first thing after waking up? Or is it a transition ritual done between classes or before 
structured enrichment? This research will assess ways in which this ritual can be performed 
by all learners of any age who are hoping to find a body and brain warm up that will prepare 
them for a more effective learning experience.  



 
 

 
 

  

 

 



 
 

 

 

 



SME CREATION IN SOUTH KOREA AND TAIWAN 
 

Hannah Davis
 

Taiwan and South Korea both constitute a small land mass, both were colonized by the 
Japanese, and both pursued rapid industrialization under authoritarian leaders (along with 
US economic assistance), yet South Korean chaebols are hailed as champions of industry 
that have access to massive capital, while Taiwanese firms are lauded as a prime example 
of small scale manufacturing. Why, given the similarities in geography, regime type, and 
subsequent economic accomplishment is the development of SMEs or lack thereof so 
different?  

I have examined an under researched facet of these countries economic success and its 
associated policy/legal framework: small to medium sized enterprises (SME) operate 
according to very different political landscapes in both places. I have reviewed government 
policy and relevant legal cases from the beginning of rapid industrialization to the modern 
era. I also assembled data about new businesses started, the size of these businesses, and 
their proportion of market share in each decade to provide a snapshot of trends in SME 
creation. Finally, I analyzed popular modern sources that discuss public perception about 
corporate structure, entrepreneurship, and the perception of SMEs in society at large.  



CLASSICS: A FIELD DESIGNED TO BE ENGULFED BY HATE, 
OR A CHANCE TO REWRITE THE MISCONCEPTIONS OF THE PAST? 

Madison Dicks  
 

From their origins as the spoken languages of two ancient societies and their later function 
as signifiers of privilege in private schools and prestigious universities, Ancient Greek and 

 Access to the study of Greece 
and Rome has long been monopolized by primarily white, Christian, upper-class men who 
constructed a skewed, Eurocentric version of these histories, one rooted not in fact but in 
propaganda justifying the status quo. This has led to the inaccurate representation of these 
cultures by modern-day politicians and hate groups, among others.  

been working hard in recent years to undo its past 
mischaracterization of Greco-Roman culture, which generally excluded anyone who 

enrollment numbers continue to dwindle, many classics departments have been dropped by 
their colleges, even as the few remaining classics departments are trying to re-brand 
themselves as sources for what the ancient evidence genuinely tells us: that antiquity was 
a melting pot of diversity in many ways. Ironically, Eurocentric lies about Greek and 
Roman material may cause it to disappear completely in the name of supporting the very 
diversity that our historical evidence indicates Greco-Roman antiquity exemplified. Not 
only would this be a huge loss for anyone interested in history or liberal arts, but it also 
means that the study of the Greek and Roman past will forever be left in the hands of those 
who wish to obscure its verifiable diversity and use it as a justification to exclude others. 



THE SYNTHESIS AND CHARACTERIZATION OF MOLECULAR WIRE 
CANDIDATES 

Marlayna DiFante

As technology becomes more advanced and necessary for our everyday lives, society 
continues to demand smaller, faster, cheaper technology, and we are quickly approaching 
a production wall. Currently, the top-down approach using silicon chip technology is being 
used, but this will soon reach a miniaturization limitation. A new method for the 
development of processors is a bottom-up approach for creating a new molecular 
processor: molecules would be synthesized in a particular sequence or pattern to act as 
transistors on a processing chip. This would allow for an astronomical increase in the 
number of transistors per chip and the molecular processor would be capable of achieving 
the nanotechnological vision society has for the future. 

I have been working with Prof. de Denus for the past three summers on developing 
synthetic methods to produce molecular wire candidates that will contribute to the 
fabrication of small molecule molecular devices using the bottom-up approach. There are 
several key characteristics engineers desire for a molecular wire candidate such as 
conduction of electrons on a linear path, the ability to attach to a metal uniformly, linear, 
shape, and thermodynamical stability at high temperatures. Our research group has been 
investigating the controlled molecular design of three types of bi- and tri-metallic 
molecular wire candidates. These molecules contain iron and ruthenium and are analyzed 
by a variety of methods, including nuclear magnetic resonance, infrared spectroscopy, 
high-resolution mass spectroscopy, UV-Vis, melting/decomposition point, and cyclic 
voltammetry.



 
 

 
 

A Community School consortium is an organization and collection of shared resources 
within a school, district or community; these resources are meant to serve community 
members in both academic and non-academic realms, often to compensate for resource 
scarcity . As a sociological research team we 
were asked by administrators and service providers within the school districts of Ontario 
County to examine the county through a sociological lens to determine how a community 
school program may serve this county, and what motivating factors may tie all nine districts 
together. Ontario County encompasses two cities, eight villages and 16 towns. These 
towns, cities, and villages are diverse, having a range of socioeconomic status, and 
geographic makeup with many areas being rural low income areas.  

To perform this research we will be reviewing datasets, familiarizing ourselves with the 
region and conducting interviews with administrators and service providers.  Some central 
datasets in this research are the Evalumetric Youth Data set from Ontario County, data 
from an Ontario County Health Assessment and Community Health Improvement plan, 
and FLACRAs Needs Assessment. To understand the school districts and how the 
Community School concept is applicable, we will research the concept generally, 
Community School implementation and funding, model Community School 
implementation in places like Wayne County Community and Seneca County Community 
Schools, as well as background information about Ontario County. Our goal for this project 
is to create an implementation plan and funding proposal for collective Community School 
hubs shared across all nine districts.  

References:  

National Center for Community Schools. (n.d.). https://www.nccs.org/  



 

 

 

 



GROOVING WITH THE DEAD: UNRAVELING THE ENIGMATIC 
FAN CULTURE OF THE GRATEFUL DEAD 

 
Ava Dimitroff 

An American rock band that pioneered the genre of Jam Band  music, the Grateful Dead 
formed in the mid-1960s in southern California from bluegrass and psychedelic roots. The 
band is widely known for their extensive touring, live shows with hours of improvisation, 
and their dedicated fans (known more colloquially as Deadheads); among the general 
public, the band s fans are nearly synonymous with the band itself. 

After meeting several Deadheads and their children, listening to their fan stories, and 
attending a few shows of the spinoff band Dead and  I noticed generational 
similarities and differences within the fan culture between myself and older generations of 
Deadheads and found myself asking what made this fan culture unique.  

This project examines the evolution of Grateful Dead fan culture between 1970 and 1995, 
paying particularly close attention to the late 1970s and 1980s a period of accelerated 
growth of the band s fans. Drawing from oral history, biographies, and other media, I 
examine fans  experience of the Deadhead sub-culture and the meaning they ascribed to it. 
How did fan experience change as the band gained increasing commercial success? How 
did fans understand their  in the context of larger counterculture movements of 
the time? What did it mean to be a  In this process, I uncover the unique 
qualities that both made Deadheads so devoted and pioneered a subculture that remains 
today. 



 
 

 

 

 



STORYING THE NUMBERS: WOMEN AND WORK 
IN THREE NORTHERN ENGLISH CITIES  

Jessica Duma  
 
Expectations of women’s work in the early modern era are generally confined to the 
domestic sphere. In actuality, women in urban centers often held roles in business 
ownership and operated trades and services for their community. For my honors thesis in 
history, I analyzed women’s participation in trades and occupations in the industrializing 
north of England using three directories: John Gore’s Liverpool Directory (1766), 
Elizabeth Raffald’s Manchester and Salford Directory (1772), and William Whitehead’s 
Newcastle and Gateshead Directory (1782).1 Each of these directories was compiled by a 
single author; they were also the first published works of their type for their respective 
cities. Among other things, this means that these works were not standardized. They can 
therefore provide information about the occupational structure of a community, but also 
impart the biases and perceptions of the compilers. 

I took a quantitative historical approach, looking for relationships between gender, marital 
status, and occupation, but my other aim was to story the numbers, to try and reconstruct a 
series of narratives about the involvement of women in business ownership across various 
industries.  

 
 
 

1 John Gore, The Liverpool Directory For The Year 1766, (W. Newett and Co.: Liverpool, 1766; 1907 
reprint); Elizabeth Raffald, The Manchester Directory For The Year 1772, (J. Harrop: Manchester, 1781; 
1889 reprint); William Whitehead, The Newcastle and Gateshead Directory, For 1782, 83, and 84; (T. 
Lawson: Newcastle, 1782-1784). 



 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 



INJURY PREVENTION FOR COMPETITION DANCERS 
 

Taylor Gauthier

Throughout my time as a multi-sport athlete and competitive dancer, I have recognized that 
injury prevention is not a central focus within competitive dance training. As injuries are 
common among all athletics and movement based activities, I think it is important to 
emphasize injury prevention as a critical component of competitive dance training. My 
research project will focus on integrating injury prevention exercises and methods into 
competition dance training by creating a model that I can share with studio owners through 
teaching workshops. 

I use my experience as a competitive dancer, student worker for sports medicine, and 
educational background in biology and movement studies to support my study to research 
existing injury prevention models for dance training and survey local studio owner(s)/ 
teachers through one on one interviews. I aim to honor individual differences of the body 
and develop a better understanding of movement mechanics for injury prevention. The end 
goal of this research is to develop effective training cycles centered towards injury 
prevention in dancers in the age range of middle school to high school. I hope to find 
methods of incorporating body knowledge into training curricula, as a way to integrate 
healthier movement mechanic habits for the bodies of young dancers. 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 



WELCOME TO THE TUNDRA: FIELD WORK, CLIMATE CHANGE, 
AND TRACE GAS PRODUCTION IN PERMAFROST LAKES 

MaryBridget Horvath 

Tundra is a permafrost biome that lacks trees and is characterized by its cold temperatures, 
short growing season, as well as its mossy and lichen rich environment. This environment 

feature about the Alaskan tundra is that it is full of shallow ponds and lakes. As climate 
warms and growing seasons get longer, there is increased permafrost degradation and 
greenhouse gas release, which is often left out of our global climate models because it is 
not as well understood. 

This study aims to assess the contribution via these lake environments of methane and 
carbon dioxide gas by comparing the physical properties of 11 different lakes within the 
tundra. This study was conducted over the course of two weeks in a remote location in the 
YK delta only accessible via float plane--where tent camping, bear fences, and a polar 
safety course was needed. Living in a location like this for two weeks not only provided 
data, but also a more acute ear to current climate change and indigenous stories.   



HUMAN EDUCATION IN THE AGE OF AI 

Sylvia Hudak 
 
Taking all AP classes, A+ report cards, hours of community service, joining many clubs, 
a part-time job, competitive sports: these are some of the pressures today’s high schoolers 
are forced to endure in order to succeed in competitive college admissions and earn 
scholarships. And today, in the book Futureproof, Kevin Rouse argues that there is the 
concern of AI technology replacing jobs during our generation. It’s not just the boring 
jobs; AI can give therapy, create art and music, and even do white-collar jobs. No job is 
robot-proof. 
 
In order to avoid having our jobs being replaced by robots we need to embrace the ways
in which humans are different than and more productive than AI. These include our 
social abilities and our ability to take something we learned in one area of life and use it 
in another area. However, today’s high schoolers are being discouraged from building 
these qualities through pressures to overachieve, social algorithms, and pressure to follow 
a specific, crated path in high school and in life.  

I build off Rouse’s work and review ways in which high schools could be better 
structured in ways that allow students to be more human. These include better support for 
arts programs, and ways in which school activities such as sports could be more open and 
inclusive. During my high school experience, like many of my peers, I often compared 
myself to others more involved in AP classes, extra-curricular activities, community 
service, and paid work, and worried that if I didn’t follow that exact path, I would be a 
failure. This idealized path is making us less human and more like robots that get tired 
out quicker. 
 



CELEBRITIES AS POLITICAL ACTORS: AN ANALYSIS OF 
KENDALL JENNER’S APOLOGY STATEMENT

Brooke Jarvis 
 
Kendall Jenner’s 2017 Pepsi commercial sparked controversy and conversation about 
racial issues and celebrity influence. This study uses discourse analysis to examine Jenner’s 
statement from an episode of “Keeping Up With The Kardashians,” in which she 
apologizes for starring in a Pepsi commercial that many perceived as insensitive and 
offensive. Examining discourse analysis strategies of bolstering (downplaying the action 
by highlighting positive attributes), mortification (accepting responsibility for the action), 
and subject positions (identities), I suggest that Kendall Jenner’s apology was ineffective 
and in turn, rejected by the victims.  
 
Determining public apology tactics that are ineffective in this context can allow public 
figures to approach apologies in more beneficial ways. I hope this research will illuminate 
the impacts of extreme privilege and the disconnect with marginalized groups that 
celebrities may exhibit.  
 



THE IMPACT OF SHORT-TERM MINDFULNESS MEDITATION  
ON SUSTAINED VISUAL ATTENTION AND INHIBITION 

 
Solveig-Margrete Jensen 

 
Existing literature has shown links between mindfulness meditation and the general 
improvement of cognitive function; however, few studies have specifically investigated the 
effect of short-term mindfulness meditation on sustained attention. This study will 
investigate the effects of short-term mindfulness meditation on sustained visual attention 
in college students by measuring reaction time and accuracy during the Sustained Attention 
to Response Task (SART). We will also examine the effect of short-term mindfulness 
meditation on inhibiting the shift of overt visual attention to distractors like cell phones 
and cell phone notifications. An electrooculogram (EOG) will be used to track saccades as 
a measure of changes in overt visual attention.  

I hypothesize that mindfulness meditation will lead to a significant improvement in visual 
attention compared to the control condition. Additionally, it is hypothesized that 
participants engaging in mindfulness meditation will exhibit a greater ability to inhibit 
distractions (presence of cell phone and cell phone notifications). We propose this research 
with the goal of better understanding the effects of mindfulness meditation on sustained 
visual attention and inhibition. 



SUSTAINABLE CINEMA: BALANCING ARTISTRY AND ECOLOGY IN FILM 
PRODUCTION 

Kaia Johnson 

The enchanting world of cinema, while celebrated for its ability to transport audiences into 
different realms, finds itself at the crossroads of a critical environmental challenge  the 
substantial carbon footprint left in its wake. Studies have shown that the film industry ranks 
high in traditional air pollutant emissions, following closely behind petroleum refineries. 

tion, waste generation, and carbon 
emissions, including leftover materials from set building and emissions from diesel 
generators, has led to a slew of environmental consequences. 

Sustainable filmmaking practices have emerged as not only an artistic choice, but as an 
ecological responsibility, promoting a global shift towards reducing negative 
environmental impacts. However, among the artistic portrayal of environmental disasters 
and the call for societal change, there exists a need to balance critiquing film messages 
with analyzing their environmental impacts. This paper explores the tension between 
artistic expression and environmental responsibility in the film industry, advocating for a 
clear regulatory framework to foster a more ecologically friendly future. 



RIGHT BECOMES WRONG: SOCIAL JUSTICE LANGUAGE AND 
THE ERASING OF OPPRESSORS 

Kennedy Jones 

using social justice language, but not understanding how to do so effectively. When social 
justice-oriented language intersects with policies, using terminology aimed at providing 
equal opportunities is only effective when the identities such words are intended to 
acknowledge are preserved. My discovery of the adverse effects of social justice language, 
when its relationship to identity is neglected, emerged from my application of James Paul 

1 

I went into this research expecting the data set to demonstrate proper form and function of 
social justice language: when the results were paradoxical, this suggests that more of this 
research needs to be conducted. Furthermore, as a first-generation student curious about 
how people not involved in academia are included, or excluded, from social justice 
terminology and the effects that can have, I hope that my findings serve as the 
steppingstone for my own research on the intersections of discourse analysis and 
government policies, as well as an encouragement to others to consider the outcomes of 
their language use.  

1  Gee, James Paul. An Introduction to Discourse Analysis: Theory and Method. New 
York, Routledge, 2014. 



LITHIUM AND BEYOND: EXPLORING THE FUTURE OF LITHIUM-ION 
BATTERIES 

 
Sean Kalinchenko-Pesin 

 
The world is rapidly shifting towards renewable energy, marked by a transition from 
internal combustion engine vehicles to electric vehicles. As reliance on electricity grows 
to meet the demand for EVs, the need for efficient energy storage surges as well. Enter 
lithium-ion batteries. Due to its high energy density and efficiency, the lithium-ion battery 
has become the standard battery for EVs. 

By looking at current research and analyzing existing technological developments, this 
research project aims to investigate the future of lithium-ion batteries. I plan to explore 
whether the lithium-battery will continue being the frontrunner for energy storage, as well 
as whether we will switch to alternative battery technologies. The goal is to inform the 
public about the future of energy storage, highlighting the challenges and exploring viable 
options beyond the lithium-ion battery.  



SOCIAL MOTIVATION: IS SOCIALLY EXPLICIT CONTENT 
CONNECTED TO SOCIALIZATION BEHAVIOR? 

 
Sean Kalinchenko-Pesin 

 
Motivation is an essential part of survival for any organism: in order to find food, shelter, 
a mate, one must be motivated to do so. Humans are no exception. Throughout history, 
humans have evolved to have a reward system that makes them motivated to engage and 
re-engage in certain behaviors. This is where dopamine comes into play. Dopamine is the 
neurotransmitter that plays a major role in the activation of the reward pathway. It is also 
the reason humans engage in behaviors repeatedly: by engaging in certain behaviors, 
humans can receive a boost in dopamine, making them more motivated to pursue that 
behavior again. 

This study examines how consuming sexually explicit material affects how motivated a 
person is to pursue new relationships. Through survey methodology, responses from over 
300 college students were analyzed and interpreted. Consuming sexually explicit material 
results in a large dopamine hit, and the effects of that are discussed in this presentation. 



WELL FED ARTISTS: 
THE FUTURE OF ART IN THE AGE OF AUTOMATION 

Claire Kapitan 

The increasing automation of written language, visual art, and music is bringing about an 
alienating sense of purposelessness for creatives. Why write when machines can generate 
paragraphs in seconds? Why create art when AI could do it better? What does a human 
have to say that hasn't been said, especially when things are being said and made in a 
fraction of the time it would take a human counterpart? These are the kinds of questions 
that artists find themselves asking, faced with the paralyzing effects of automation. 

My project explores how art will come to hold value in the future based on discourse 
analysis and research from my English capstone, Radical Futures. I claim that man-made 
objects will come to convey more status than technology, calling upon ideas of process, 
physicality, materiality, identity, and individuality. My project incorporates my art practice 
at HWS and abroad to emphasize the importance and increasing rarity of human time and 
touch in art-making processes. My project also explores why we must become fluent in 
understanding when to utilize or resist AI, in conversation with technology theorists Kevin 
Roose and Aaron Benanav. Learning not just about the world, but how to be in the world, 
is becoming more and more vital: dissecting what makes us irreplaceably human is the first 
step.  



 
 

 
 

 

 



THE LONG & THE SHORT OF IT: MICROPLASTICS IN SENECA LAKE 
AND THEIR POSSIBLE REGULATION 

 
Heather Kerns 

Microplastics synthetic polymer fragments, pellets, films and fibers smaller than 5 mm 
in diameter contaminate the environment, contaminating the food system and surface 
drinking water and entering the human body. Fibers dominate microplastics in freshwater 
systems. In an effort to guide future regulatory efforts, I explore whether fiber length can 
be used to distinguish the contribution of sources feeding into Seneca Lake near Geneva, 
New York. 

I sampled various routes fibers could take into the lake: precipitation, direct atmospheric 
fallout, streams (Castle Creek), and wastewater effluent, as well as the destination of fibers, 
Seneca Lake. Samples were passed through a benchtop vacuum filtration system. Filters 
were illuminated with UV light to induce fluorescence and then photographed; fibers 
lengths were measured. Most fibers are small (< 1mm). Results show small but statistically 
significant differences in length between fibers deposited from the atmosphere and those 
carried in water. The abundance of small fibers and the unimodal distribution of fiber 
lengths in Seneca Lake prevent differential length from being used exclusively to track 
fiber source. 

Although microplastic pollution is generally unregulated it is considered a contaminant of 
emerging concern by the EPA. I will conclude my presentation with an analysis of the 
current regulation of plastic microbeads and use that as a model for future microplastic 
regulation. 



 

 

Inclusive education is beneficial for people with and without disabilities, if done correctly. 
However, due to various challenges, its unsuccessful application diminishes the progress 
as students progress through their academic journey. 
 
The first challenge is the student's academic level. The goal of education is to grow one's 
knowledge. If one student performs above another, the student with or without a disability 
will fall behind, creating an environment where it is nearly impossible to catch up. Second, 
more resources are needed for students: expecting students with diverse needs to perform 
equally without providing appropriate accommodations is unrealistic and detrimental to 
their educational progress. 
 
The third component is the social factor of an inclusive classroom. The relationship 
between the neuro-typical student and the student with an intellectual disability usually has 
two outcomes: one is that the older the student gets, the more likely the neuro-typical 
student will bully the student with an intellectual disability. Another is that the neuro-
typical student will be a caregiver or savior. In neither of these examples are these students 
friends.  
 
This research project seeks to delve deeply into the experiences of students with 
intellectual disabilities, comparing the benefits and drawbacks of inclusive education 
models against segregated programs tailored solely for students with disabilities. By 
exploring these dimensions, the study aims to provide insights into optimizing educational 
environments for diverse learners. 



SIMULATIONS OF MESSAGE PASSING ON CORTICAL NETWORKS IN 
SCHIZOPHRENIA 

Hannah Lax 

Past research has investigated alterations in brain network structure in individuals with 
schizophrenia (SZ) compared to healthy controls (HC). However, the nature and effects of 
structural differences between the groups remains unresolved. To go beyond static analyses 
of network structure, the current study investigates how patterns of dynamic neuronal 
message passing could play out in SZ and HC, presenting simple models of message-
passing on structural brain networks (connectomes), and apply these models to 
connectomes of people with SZ and healthy controls. Importantly, these models allow for 
simple message-message interactions, namely destructive collisions at nodes. Message-
message interactions must play a role in brain network dynamics, but because they are 

through cortex as they spread) and because modeling message-message interactions leads 
to nonlinear effects, these interactions remain poorly understood and little studied. In past 
work, Hao and Graham have shown that message-message interactions lead to rich 
emergent dynamics that may have advantageous qualities in terms of regulating energy use 
in the brain under simple message passing schemes. 



 

 

I will discuss the lifeblood of our modern world, which is electricity, inform my audience 
about the economic benefits, and drawbacks, of three main forms of energy generation: 
fossil fuels, nuclear energy, and renewable energy.  

The main economic metrics I will be researching are costs, efficiencies, waste, as well as 
externalities such as environmental impacts, and human cost, to enable people to 
understand the economic implications of energy generation and will allow my audience a 
better grasp of electricity generation and help them think critically about the different 
forms. 

My research is based on published works by departments in energy and energy production 
in the United States, Canada, and various countries in Europe and Asia. I also plan to use 
independent studies from advocacy groups for the different forms. This allows me to have 
the most diverse and objective information on this vital topic.  



PRISON SYSTEMS AS AN EXPRESSION OF STATE IDENTITY 
 

Katherine Mahoney 
 

This research project creates a descriptive typology for the prison systems of the United 
States, Norway, and Russia. The states were chosen because of their starkly different 
incarceration practices and institutions, as well as their government types and populations. 

The histories of the prison systems are examined to identify the tactics, philosophy, and 
ethos around imprisonment, discourse analysis of politicians in the individual states, and 
statistical data from incarceration rates, recidivism rates, economic effects, racial 
demographics, and public opinion. The two methods provide both qualitative and 
quantitative data to answer the bigger question of how prison systems contribute to state 
identity and vice versa. Through this research, I diagnose the supposed practices of each 
prison system, the way those goals manifest, and the way they distinguish the State.  



 

 

••
••
••



COLONIALISM & FRENCH FASHION: THE ETHICS OF STYLE 
 

Anna McBride

The textile and garment industry proves to be an unavoidable institution of western life 
largely influenced by the seventeenth century in Paris. This research will aim to understand 
how the textile and fashion labor of French colonial efforts in the sixteenth to eighteenth 
centuries provided a basis for the modern French fashion industry: from this, I will examine 
the modern cases of LVMH 360 and Hermes' approach to corporate social responsibility 
and the degree to which their modern practices may be parallel to those found in colonial 
efforts. 

As this industry moves towards sustainable development and issues of social responsibility 
come to the forefront of business, this examination will provide insights based on the 

and primary sources as well as a modern discourse analysis of official statements from 
firms. Interviews with experts in French fashion marketing and history, like Petronella 
Weijers, will also prove useful. The bifurcated nature of this study helps explore the ethical, 
economic, and social history of French fashion and apply these findings to the analysis of 
modern business practice. To conclude, the research will draw a connection between 
French colonial efforts and modern fashion industry practices and will explore its 
implications in both historical and modern contexts as we each choose to express ourselves 
uniquely through our clothing. 



THE IMPACT OF CAR T-CELL THERAPY ON COGNITIVE FUNCTIONING 
IN CANCER PATIENTS: A PILOT STUDY 

 
Kristen McCormick 

 
CAR T-cell therapy is a high-risk, high-reward therapy used in cancer patients when other 
treatment strategies cannot eradicate the cancer. After a blood draw, T-cells are isolated 

response 
against tumor cells when the blood is reinfused back into patients. However, once inside 
the body, the modified T-cells trigger the release of inflammatory mediators such as 
cytokines during cytokine release syndrome (CRS). This can result in fevers, tachycardia, 
and respiratory failure. Also, CAR T-cell therapy can cause immune effector cell-
associated neurotoxicity syndrome (ICANS) days or weeks after the therapy, which may 
result in changes in cortical thickness, blood perfusion, or neuroinflammation, and lead to 
symptoms such as delirium and aphasia. Despite these intense acute side effects, the long-
term effects of CAR T-Cell therapy on brain function are relatively unexplored. 

For my independent study, I worked under Professor Elizabeth Belcher using data from 
her 2019 pilot study conducted at the University of Rochester in the laboratory of Dr. 
Michelle Janelsins. I organized and analyzed data collected from a cross-sectional study of 
30 participants, including 15 patients who had undergone CAR T-cell therapy and 15 age 
and gender-matched controls. Self-report of cognitive function was recorded and analyzed 
via Jamovi software. 



JOURNEY IN ACTIVISM: 
THE POWER OF COMMUNITY & NETWORKING

 
Maddi Meyer 

Activism can teach many valuable lessons, including determination, emotional 
intelligence, and relationship-building. While individual influence on the world may be 
limited, avenues such as voting, staying informed, and protest can amplify influence. 
National and international change is not the result of solitary efforts, but rather grassroots 
activism at the local level.  
 
My journey in activism, spanning high school and college, follows themes of fostering 
community connections. Through participation and leadership in campaigns such as 
reproductive rights advocacy, an independent study on the abortion landscape of New York 
state, and various work with the Geneva Women’s Assembly, I have learned that making 
change requires unrelenting dedication and community-building. Through the examination 
of my activist experiences, I will discuss the impacts of each campaign and the common 
themes that unite them.  
  
 
 



SOCIETY BUILDING THROUGH THE GULAG: HELL ON EARTH 
 

Seva Mirzali  
 

This research project examines the historical and contemporary significance of the Soviet 
Union's Gulag system a vast network of forced labor camps that operated from the 1920s 
to the mid-1950s. The research aims to understand the Gulag's role in political repression, 
the suffering of its estimated 18 to 20 million victims, and its broader implications for 
human rights and state-sponsored oppression. This study draws comparisons between 
historical and current concerns regarding state power and human rights, emphasizing 
lessons from the Gulag to avoid future atrocities and highlighting the necessity for 
transparency, accountability and international cooperation in addressing human rights 
violations by authoritarian regimes. 

The central question addressed here is the impact of the Gulag system on both the 
individuals it directly affected and the wider societal and global consequences of such a 
massive instrument of state control. Methodologically, the research synthesizes historical 
accounts, survivor testimonies, and international responses. The findings highlight the 
Gulag's chilling effect on Soviet society, the challenges it presented to the concept of state 
sovereignty, and its influence on the development of international human rights law. 



PROPERTY RIGHTS AND EMINENT DOMAIN: CAN COMBATTING GLOBAL 
 

Jackson Mischler 
 

The effects of global climate change pose catastrophic physical and economic harm to the 
United States, endangering the well-being of millions and threatening trillions in property 
damage. The necessary government response will inevitably encounter conflict with 
private property owners, forcing the government to fall back on its eminent domain power 
to seize privately owne
and Just Compensation requirements, the scale of the response would require extensive 
compensation for seized property and an enormous amount of time and labor, including 
litigating the merits of seizures in court, which would place an insurmountable fiscal and 
administrative burden on the government. As such, many legal scholars suggest using the 

property seizure without due process or just compensation when the government is 
responding to a public emergency. 

While much attention has been paid to whether the context of global climate change 
provides legal justification for employing the Necessity Exception, little attention has been 
paid to the underlying ethical considerations of such a grave violation of individual 
property rights. This paper aims to fill the ethics gap by analyzing how subscription to 
various philosophical conceptions of property rights morally constrain potential 
government climate-change responses. Ultimately, I conclude that use of the necessity 
exception can be justified only in a utilitarian moral framework, and only when limited to 
global-climate-effects that are both immediate and harmful. 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 



ADAPTING EDUCATION: THE GAMIFICATION OF EDUCATIONAL 
LEARNING STANDARDS AND EXPECTATIONS 

 
Crystal Morgans 

The social climate in which a person is born drastically shapes not only their outlook on 
society, but also the way they are best suited by education. While working in the elementary 
school setting with children of generation Alpha (those born between 2010 and 2024), it 
became apparent that traditional methods of teaching failed to adequately engage students 
to the point of knowledge recollection, let alone concept mastery.  

I suggest that gamification is an effective tool for nurturing the strengths of this new 
generation of learners. Utilizing NYS Next Generation Learning Standards, I created a 
series of original board games, and monitored the progress of a group of students at the 
fourth and fifth grade levels concerning specific knowledge and performance tasks. As a 
future educator, gamification is important as it can contribute to leveling the playing field 
of accessibility while targeting the educational inequity that plagues the United States, most 
noticeably in lower income areas. By finding unique ways to engage students in active 
learning, formative assessment and cooperation, educators can fulfill their responsibility to 
foster the growth and encouragement of new, creative minds.  



 

 
Sophia Mughal 

In an era of turbulent social and political events the Vietnam War, the Watergate 

name a few the Baby Boomer Generation was imbued with a sense of disillusionment 
and distrust of institutions, often turning to the countercultural movement. One of the 

this socio-political context, viewed as a reclamation of their individual agency and 
authority. 

For some, the counterculture was too free, uncertain, and unstructured, so they turned to 
Jesus Movements, which kept the importance of experience, but had a more authoritative 
and concrete moral structure. This recentralization of experience for the Baby Boomer 
Generation was also reflected in the emergence of a Christian folk genre that both 
sonically and lyrically aligned with the unique needs of the time and of the Jesus 
Movements themselves. Dave Bixby, a convert to a Jesus movement in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, recorded  Ode to Quetzacoatl in 1969, an album that describes his born-again 

 and 

inciting discontentments of a generation and the salve they found.  



 
 

 
 

 

 

 



FLX FOLKS: HOW IDENTITY AND LAND RELATE ACROSS THE FINGER 
LAKES 

 
Katelyn Oswalt, Brenda Plascencia 

 
Throughout our four years at HWS, we have come to know our campus community well 
but felt less connected to the locals of the Finger Lakes. We sought to apply storytelling 
methods in collaboration with Assistant Professor of Media and Society Jiangtao Harry Gu 
for his FLX Folks multimedia project as a part of the 2023 Summer Scholars program. 

Our independent study project is an extension of our summer research that has helped us 
to hone our journalistic and multimedia skills to tell the stories of those who live and work 
in the Finger Lakes region. Specifically, we have utilized stylizations in journalism through 
interviewing, capturing documentary footage, and writing elaborate profiles. We focused 

er that be through agricultural 
business, veganism, farm worker advocacy, or sustainability practices. 

Before our visits, we completed research on these industries, as well as various profiling 
methods found in publications such as The New Yorker and Bon Appetit. Throughout the 
summer, we profiled three individuals working in various agricultural-related industries in 
Geneva, Naples, and Trumansburg. This semester, we have expanded this research and 
profiled four additional community members from Rochester, Ithaca, Lyons, and Penn 
Yan. By the conclusion of our semester, we will have visited and profiled seven locations 
in the Finger Lakes area.  



ACROSS THE HWS CAMPUS AND ITS IMPACTS ON ACADEMIC LIFE 
 

Samantha Quinones & Rodman Stout 

In this project, we attempt to understand how the decibel volumes at essential locations on 
campus vary, 
the decibel levels of various essential locations on campus: the first floor of the library, the 
main dining room of SAGA, the cardio room in the gym, the main lobby of the Gearen 
Center, and the first floor of Smith Hall. The data for this project was recorded between 
12:00 pm and 1:30 pm, relatively high traffic times to get the most accurate understanding 
of the noise levels at these locations and prepare for analysis of how noise might impact 
student concentration. 

We used a decibel meter to record the different decibel levels (maximum, minimum, 
average, etc.) around campus and compared and contrasted these values using a map of 
campus that shows these volume levels, as well as comparative charts that demonstrate our 
results. These methods of recording our results may provide a helpful reference for future 
students looking for good environments for focus. The results of this research were then 
analyzed based on past research surrounding the impact of decibel levels on student 
performance. This allows a deeper understanding of how the noise levels in various 
locations might impact the academic lives and mental health of HWS students. 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

   



SOCIAL EPISTEMOLOGY AND ETHICS OF ANTHROPOLOGY 
 

Maya Ratner 
 

My honors thesis in Philosophy examines the interdisciplinarity of Philosophy and 
Anthropology. It shows how both disciplines can interact with, critique, and benefit each 
other. My thesis explores problems within Anthropology brought up by the general public, 
indigenous groups, and fellow anthropologists. Additionally, I describe problems that I 
discovered by looking at Anthropology through social epistemological, and ethical lenses. 
Additionally, I propose and evaluate solutions to those problems based on philosophical 
theories, anthropological discourse, and my ideas backed up by philosophical theory.  

This thesis is inspired by post-modernist anthropological thought that questioned 
anthropological methods, writing, and truth value. One of the shortcomings of post-
modernist anthropological thought is that it mostly describes problems and does not 
actively propose or evaluate solutions. By adding the interdisciplinary element of 
philosophical theories, one can take the problems described by post-modernist 
anthropologists further to better the discipline of Anthropology. 



US VS CHINA: WHY WOULD VENEZUELA PREFER ONE OVER THE OTHER? 
 

Isabella Renzi  

Within the past two decades, Venezuela has made a concerted effort to move away from 
its dependence on the United States, and towards diversified bilateral relations with 
countries such as China. What has caused this shift away from US dependence, and why 
would China be seen as a better bilateral partner? Existing literature paints a complicated 
picture of varied state interests between relationships between Venezuela and the US or 
Venezuela and China, as well as the triangular relationship between all three of the 
countries. However, no scholar has yet focused on the motivations which drove the 
Venezuelan shift from US dependence towards bilateral relations with China. 

Using historical and discourse analysis, I analyzed political rhetoric and policies, as well 
as secondary sources, to track the relationship between the US and Venezuela, determine 

, and then 
analyzed why China appeared to be a better bilateral partner. I conclude that a growing 
anti-American sentiment based on US infringements on Venezuelan autonomy caused 
Venezuela to seek a bilateral relationship with China, whose strict non-interventionist 
approach to FDI and aid protects Venezuelan sovereignty. These findings reflect the larger 
relationship between China and the Global South, and imply that a shift towards a more 

erence for China as a 
bilateral partner.  



 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 



-9/11 WHITE 
SOUTHERN VALUES 

 
Abigail Schneider 

the Zac Brown Band captured the American imagination, topping the country music charts 
for several weeks and garnering numerous awards.  
in the Grammy award show performance, where the band performed the song against the 
backdrop of a soaring eagle and the American flag in a mash-up that fe

 
a song about fried food so popular?  

context of the resurgence of Southern identity in post- 9/11 America.  While the title of the 
song and its lyrics may seem like a caricature of a stereotypical southern rural life to 
listeners today, its success symbolizes a desire for pride and reclamation of white southern 
values in the early 2000s.  Undertaking a close textual analysis of the song, I identify five 
elements

 how the hit 
song both reflects and shapes these elements.  If, as some claim, country music lies at the 

serves to popularize and support specific notions of identity linked to southern life and 
white rural culture in America.  



 
 

 
 

 

 

 



PHYSICAL RESTRAINTS IN THE CLASSROOM 
 

Jennica Simon 

interested in behavior management and, more specifically, questions surrounding physical 
restraint. Physical restraint is defined as restricting the freedom of movement of all or part 
of a person's body against their will. I have spent time in local classrooms, I have been 
surprised by how often physical restraints are used. One of my most vivid memories is 
seeing a student in a physical hold for 15 minutes. He was screaming and crying until the 
very end. 

After witnessing so much physical restraint, I sought to learn about both this method and  
better, less traumatic ways to help students de-escalate and self-regulate. I will discuss the 
history, international perspectives, and current controversies surrounding physical 
restraint. My experience in schools led me to wonder how and why and how educators 
implement physical restraint and, perhaps more importantly, how this can be avoided. The 
research that I have done this semester as the capstone to my individual major has led to a 
set of best practices that I will carry with me into my teaching career.  



 
 

 
 

 

 

Hurysz, B., Evans, B. A., Laryea, R. N., Boyer, B. E., Coburn, T. E., Dexter, M. S., Edwards, M. A., Faulkner, G. 
V., Huss, R. L., Lafferty, M. M., Manning, M., McNulty, M., Melvin, S. J., Mitrow, C. M., Patel, R. R., 

biological evaluation of anti-tubulin indole-substituted furanones. Bioorganic &amp; Medicinal Chemistry 
Letters, 90, 129347. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.bmcl.2023.129347  



 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 



STORIES FROM THE LOST AND FOUND 
 

Annette Stephens 

It is my belief that there is an invisible familiarity that constitutes both self-discovery and 
constantly finding yourself in new homes. In a synthesis of two creative nonfiction essays 
written while studying in Galway, Ireland during the Spring 2023 semester, I explore these 
ideas and construct them 
know about ourselves and the things most integral to the fabric of our being. The 
synthesized essay portrays me in my lowest and highest states, details great failures and 
successes, and is written with an eye towards story-telling.  

This work presents a writing style that stretches beyond traditional analytical writing and 
ories from 

independently from the world of academia. This work exhibits thinking through writing, 
which is not only the purpose of the essay as a genre, but a pillar of the Writing and Rhetoric 
department.  

Language creates opportunity and is deeply tied to identity; this essay dives into that and 
considers our place in the world as travelers and critical thinkers. Written in emotional 
prose, this piece engages through a combination of deep vulnerability, philosophic thinking 
about trials and tribulations that everyone encounters, and moments of comedic learning. 



PARALLEL NARRATIVES IN CHRISTIAN EXTREMISM 
AND THE DOBBS V. JACKSON DECISION 

 
Florence Rodman Stout 

 
This Honors Project began as a continuation of the work I completed with Professor 
Kafrawi in the Summer Research Program over the summer of 2022. This research 

time the decision was published, I had spent weeks studying Christian extremist 
movements in the United States, particularly the way narrative contributes to their growth 
and maintenance. Reading through the SCOTUS decision with the same critical lens led 
me to my current research question: In what way do the narratives used by the Supreme 
Court in the recent Dobbs v. Jackson Decision parallel those used by Christian extremist 
organizations? 

I approach this question in two ways. First, religious extremism itself is examined: the 
psychological underpinnings of religious extremist movements are analyzed alongside the 
role narratives play in their growth and maintenance. This framework is then extended to 
an overview of global examples of extremism contextualized by the role of narrative in 
each movement. Next, the historical context of Dobbs v. Jackson is analyzed, along with 
relevant contemporary Supreme Court decisions. The ultimate narrative comparison 
involves an examination of five extremist groups: Operation Save America, the Westboro 
Baptist Church, the Christian Identity Movement, Eric Rudolph, and the Army of God. 
Then, narratives central to their messaging are examined and compared to those found in 
the Dobbs v. Jackson decision. In this examination, these parallel narratives are identified 
as serving unique purposes in their respective contexts. The parallel narratives found in 
these two contexts may be a site for future research. 



CREATIVE MOVEMENT FOR A CREATIVE LIFE 
 

Harper Tanguay 

Many parents put their children in dance classes at a young age, mainly to give them a 
release and a safe space to burn energy (and to give themselves some much-needed time 
alone). However, what may not be as obvious to these parents is the physical and 
psychological benefits children get from just one hour of dancing. Since coming to the 
Colleges, I have wanted to explore the connection between dance and cognitive 
development; here I blend these two passions and research the influence of movement and 
dance on early cognitive development in children.  

I examine the original concept of Creative Movement developed for young children. 
Accessible to students of all levels, Creative Movement teaches the value of the mind, 
body, and attitude to help participants find their own personal expression, allowing new 
ways to grow and gain confidence. Creative Movement as a technique leverages some of 

Fundamentals explore the ideas of space, time, and effort in the quality of movement.1 

At a young age, it is impossible for children to understand these approaches, but with the 
technique of Creative Movement, children can explore and personalize these concepts 
based on how they feel and what they find most enjoyable and comfortable.2  Studies have 
proven that young children with dance experience develop motor skills at a faster rate, 
while experiencing creativity and broadening their awareness and knowledge of ways of 
learning.3 I aim to dive deeper to uncover and share the benefits of movement on early 
cognitive development. 

1  Louisapenfoldblog. (2021, January 3). How to teach creative movement to children. Art. Play. 
Children. Learning. http://www.louisapenfold.com/creative-movement-young-children/ 
2 Lloyd, Marcia Lou. Creative Dance: A Manual for Teaching All Ages. University of Malaya 
Press. (2014) 
3 Anjos, I. de, & Ferraro, A. A. (2018). A influência da Dança Educativa no Desenvolvimento 
Motor de Crianças. Revista Paulista de Pediatria, 36(3), 337 344. https://doi.org/10.1590/1984-
0462/;2018;36;3;00004  



FROM LECTURES TO LEGACIES: ANGELA DAVIS AND THE UNIVERSITY 
 

Gabriella Trevisani   

Who is an accused terrorist charged on three accounts of murder, kidnapping, and 

who received a standing ovation in a packed crowd at Hobart & William Smith Colleges? 
You might be wondering, what do these three people have in common? What if I told you 
that they are all the same woman? For Angela Yvonne Davis, first impressions are 
deceiving, but this fiery orator is not afraid to stand her ground and, through her rhetoric, 
change our minds about how we judge others. 

This project stems from a nonfiction narrative I submitted for the Hobart Bicentennial 
Timeline in the spring of 2022. I was tasked to profile Angela Davis and her three visits to 
the Colleges in 1986, 1995, and 2018. However, I was particularly intrigued by the 
timeliness of her lectures, the familiar thread of moments of political unrest, and why 
undergraduate students were her ideal audience to address. Once shunned from academia, 
spending decades rebuilding her activist identity, I argue that Davis empowers college 
students as the next generation of changemakers by targeting our open-mindedness at a 
liberal arts university. 

As an Education major and a Writing & Rhetoric minor, I plan to incorporate both areas of 
pedagogy into my project, from analyzing the dialogue spoken at these lectures to how this 
analysis contributes to her HWS legacy to make visible the barriers of access to education.   



KINESTHETIC CLASSROOMS 
 

Emma VanGorder 
 

As a double major in Dance and Educational Studies and a candidate for the Master of Arts 
in Teaching, I delve into the integration of physical movement into classroom instruction. 

of total body connectivity (PTBC) and Ann Green 
Gilbert's Brain Dance model, I aim to address the challenges teachers encounter in 
engaging students amidst shrinking attention spans, limited movement opportunities, and 
high academic demands. 

Research suggests that physical movement correlates positively with information retention 
and learning outcomes,1 yet post-pandemic, children's physical activity has declined 
significantly.2 Fewer than 25% of children aged 6 to 17 engage in 60 minutes of physical 
activity daily, while merely 11% of school districts mandate that elementary schools 
incorporate routine classroom physical activity breaks throughout the school day.3 Because 
of children's reduced physical activity levels, educators should integrate movement into 
their daily teaching instruction to support students' academic and social-emotional well-
being.4 

I explore methods for integrating movement into classroom instruction to increase student's 
awareness of the connection between mind and body, ultimately leading to improved 

improved academic outcomes, reiterated by Ann Green Gilbert's Brain Dance model. 
Through this integration, I hope to find ways for teachers to help center and enhance learner 
comprehension and motivation.  

1 Lengel, T., & Kuczala, M. (2010). The kinesthetic classroom: Teaching and learning 
through movement. Corwin.  
2 Wilson, D., & Conyers, M. (2015, May 1). Smart Moves: Powering up the Brain with 
Physical Activity. Kappanonline.org.  
3 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (2022, July 26). Physical activity facts. 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. cdc.gov. 
4 Johnson, B., & Jones, M. (2022). Learning on your feet: Incorporating physical activity 
into the K-8 classroom. Routledge.  



 
 

 
 

 

 



 
OF DEPARTMENTS AND BUILDING COMMUNAL SPACES 

 
Ella Weiss 

The Writing Colleagues Program is one of the only programs on campus that intersects 
with all departments, all languages, and all disabilities that we encounter at HWS. My 
Writing Colleague philosophy allowed me to understand the idea of HWS as a blended 
community with the writing process at the center. During my time at HWS, the most 
impactful relationships and leadership roles have resulted from my time as a Writing 
Colleague, whether that has been guiding someone toward learning how to properly frame 
their academic papers for the next four years of their life, nominating someone I see to be 

ve worked with improve their 
writing skills immensely in just one semester. Seeing the HWS community as an 
intersection of studies and people with the writing process at the center motivated my 
writing of this statement. This project gave me an opportunity to demonstrate and reflect 
on the skills, abilities, and dispositions I have acquired over the course of my second 
placement as well as over my experience as a Writing Colleague as a whole to create a 
personal narrative and discussion surrounding rhetorical space. 

At the first Professional Development Meeting of the Fall 2023 semester, William Smith 
alumna and our guest speaker Alex Hanson discussed her research about the feminist ethics 
of hope and care in pedagogy and how we put these ethics to work in our placements. In 
addition to her perspective, I also include sources regarding rhetorical space relating to the 
community established in the space of a Writing Colleague meeting. My motivation for the 
project comes from my deep appreciation for the professors I have worked with, students 
I have helped through the writing process, and Amy Green, Hannah Dickinson & Ben 

 



CREATING ROOM TO CULTIVATE COMMUNITIES: HWS STUDENT SPACES 
 

Sadie Winton and Kassidy Wilmot 

Shared student spaces are multipurpose areas where students can socialize, eat, study, and 
engage in various activities, ultimately fostering a sense of community and belonging. 
While some changes have been made over the past few years to communal spaces at HWS, 
there are still problems that need to be addressed.  

Mary Gearan, the wife of HWS President Mark Gearan, is working to enhance community 
and belonging for students on campus. She has been active on campus working to revamp 
and redecorate student spaces, but would like to understand how these spaces can be 
improved, what spaces need to be created, and what students look for in a shared space.  

We have conducted research by sampling a population of HWS students through an online 
survey that prompts students to reflect on the shared spaces they use, their feelings of 
belonging within the campus community, and the features they believe must be 
incorporated into a new space. This survey is being distributed to the entire student body 
through email, tabling in Scandling, and flyers. Additionally, we plan to have a 
conversation with HWS Sodexo, rather than a formal interview, to ask about staffing 
options and hours to further understand whether some spaces are more feasible than others 
for improvement. 

We aim to provide Mary Gearan with the information needed to improve community and 
belonging on campus. Our goal is to find a location on campus that can be redesigned to 
better meet the needs of students, ultimately fostering a stronger sense of belonging. 



CHALLENGES AND SPORT 
 

Frances Wilson

As a former competitive swimmer prior to participating on the team at Hobart and William 
Smith Colleges, I began to wonder how swimmers deal with obstacles, either with external 
or internal disabilities or challenges. David Abrahams, a partially blind Harvard swimmer, 
dealt with poor eyesight his entire life and struggled with schoolwork and swimming. As 
his eyesight grew worse, he realized that in order to achieve his goals, he needed to 
strategize and learn techniques in order to maintain his speed and endurance in the water. 
After interviewing him, I observed the challenges he faced in order to achieve his goal to 
participate in the 2020 Tokyo Paralympics. I furthered my understanding of how those who 
live with external or internal challenges overcome the boundaries within sports.  

In this piece, I researched how the Paralympics grouped swimmers with similar disabilities 
in order to give every athlete a fair advantage. From this research, I was able to define and 
articulate who the Paralympics strived to support within the realm of sports and how David 
was able to participate in this life-changing event. From this, I hope to gain an 
understanding of how to support athletes with external and internal challenges and the inner 
workings of how athletes strategize their techniques in order to pursue their goals within 
their sport.  



 LEVERAGE 
OF BLACK BEAUTY INFLUENCERS 

 
July Winters 

My project asks what we can learn about influencer culture by engaging with minority 
voices. Currently, much of the media scholarship surrounding the achievement of 
Instagram fame analyzes white bodies in this space. Because of this, there is a false sense 
of equal opportunity in self-starting a career as an Instagram influencer. This project 
interrogates the hidden roadblocks for Black influencers entering the space. Specifically, I 
concentrate on Black women influencers within the Lifestyle and Beauty content space.  

I perform a discourse analysis using text derived from the comments and posts of Instagram 
influencers. I also take the aesthetics of their posts into account. Additionally, I collect 
direct anecdotes from influencers through interviews. Specifically, I examine how these 
influencers, along with Black women that consume their content, engage with topics of 
European beauty standards within their community.   

I argue that despite the lack of traditional structures of power in the social media landscape, 
Black women still perform additional labor in an attempt to level the playing field. This 
labor is caused, in part, by conventional beauty standards found in analog forms of media. 
However, I suggest that at a time when the digital arena is a prime landscape for 
challenging hegemonic norms, the responsibility of breaking those norms falls on Black 
women, and illuminate these disparities to highlight the importance of promoting equity 
within the industry and lifting marginalized voices. 



EVERYONE MOVE 

Ahmed Wise 
 

We currently live in a world that supports a sedentary lifestyle in all that we do. According to 
the World Health Organization (WHO), 1 in 4 Americans are physically inactive, which can 
increase the chances of cardiovascular diseases, cancer, stress disorders, and more. As a Dance 
Movement Studies and Educational Studies double major, I will use my experience as a mover 
and an educator to create yoga-based movement classes for three different populations: 2nd 
grade school children, a class of Down syndrome college students, and a group of college 

tailored responsibly. 

My research advocates preventative and holistic health practices, which proves to be beneficial 
for cognitive and physical development of all individuals. My goal is demonstrating 
accessibility and usefulness for all through movements that build bodily self-awareness 
through stretching, strengthening and somatic yoga. Having been a college athlete and now a 
dancer, I incorporate that embodied wisdom into targeted lesson plans. This research will 
determine how I will lead the movement sessions differently based on that given group. My 

creative sense of engagement to keep them entertained; it is crucial to give adaptive options 
for various capabilities for all students, but especially those with DS, while adults may benefit 
from anatomical terminology. 



INFORMING THE CHOREOGRAPHIC PROCESS WITH AN LBMA FRAMEWORK 
 

Emma Yeager 
 

What is Laban/Bartenieff Movement Analysis? What is the choreographic process? How 
can concepts from Laban Movement Analysis inform and enliven the creative process in 
dance choreography? 
 
Laban/Bartenieff Movement Analysis was first developed by the architect Rudolph Von 
Laban, who pursued a better way for perceiving movement and sought to create a way for 
individuals to access more movement potential through conscious intentionality. L/BMA 
further enriches the pursuit of moving by increasing movement possibilities and providing 
options for greater clarity. In the LBMA framework, the elements of body, effort, shape, 
and space come together within a specific context to create infinite relationships within 
movement and challenge perspectives in ever evolving ways. L/BMA is layered and 
nuanced, providing opportunities for inroads and intersections within other theoretical 
dance frameworks, such as choreographic approaches. 
 
By exploring my own choreographic work this semester, with references to texts, I seek to 
analyze L/BMA in the context of dance choreography. I aim to create a foundation of 
choreographic prompts based in Laban’s theories of movement analysis that can be utilized 
for anyone attempting to choreograph, making the process more accessible to beginners. 
Merging the ideas of L/BMA and compositional approaches together in order to widen 
perspectives on meaning making, relationships (self, other, environment), and 
perceptions/interactions with space will give me and artists more tools for our work.   


