
 

Protected Categories 

 

By law, certain types of individuals  are considered more vulnerable as research subjects than are 

most  people. Examples of such categories include non-HWS Student minors (under 18 years 

old); pregnant  women or fetuses; institutionalized individuals (e.g. prisoners); individuals with  

psychiatric, cognitive or developmental disorders;  or individuals under the influence of alcohol 

or drugs.  Research involving any protected class of subject requires review by  

the full IRB. 


