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SWM 1-131 
PSYCHOLOGY 

tions, coupled with its blind confidence in its own strength, frequently results in remarkably weak 

resistance to attack from within. 

   The outward events of revolutions are always a consequence of changes, often unobserved, 

which have gone slowly forward in men’s minds. Any profound understanding of a revolution 

necessitates a knowledge of the mental soil in which the ideas that direct its course have to 

germinate. Changes in mental attitude are slow and hardly perceptible; often they can be seen 

only by comparing the character of the people at the beginning and at the end of a given period. 

g. A revolution is rarely the result of a widespread conspiracy among the people. Usually it is not 

a movement which embraces a very large number of people or which calls into play deep 

economic or social motives. Revolutionary armies seldom reach any great size; they rarely need 

to in order to succeed. On the other hand, the military force of the government is generally small, 

ill equipped, and poorly trained; not infrequently a part, if not all of it, proves to be disloyal in a 

political crisis. 

h. The majority of the people, especially in the rural districts, dislike and fear revolutions, which 

often involve forced military service for themselves and destruction of their livestock and their 

farm produce. However, they may be so accustomed to misgovernment and exploitation that 

concerted effort to check disorderly tendencies of certain leaders never occurs to them. It is this 

mass ignorance and indifference rather than any disposition to turbulence in the nation as a 

whole, which has prevented the establishment of stable government in many cases. 

i. Abuses by the officials in power and their oppression of followers of the party not in power, are 

often the seeds of revolution. The spirit which causes the revolution arouses little enthusiasm 

among the poor natives at large unless they are personally affected by such oppression. The 

revolution, once started, naturally attracts all of the malcontents and adventurous elements in the 

community. The revolution may include many followers, but its spirit emanates from a few 

leaders. These leaders furnish the spark without which there would be no explosion. Success 

depends upon the enthusiastic determination of those who inspire the movement. Under effective 

leadership the mass will be steeped in revolutionary principles, and imbued with a submission to 

the will of the leader and an enthusiastic energy to perform acts in support thereof. Finally, they 

feel that they are the crusaders for a new deal which will regenerate the whole country. [cont] 

                                                
1 Originating text is the United States Marine Corps Small Wars Manual, per section noted in title. Copyright is in the public 
domain. Visit bt-shaw.com for an animated version. 
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“ S O M E T I M E S  Y O U  H I T  I N N O C E N T  P E O P L E  A N D  I  H A T E  T H A T " 1 
 
. 
. 
. 
16:57  Roger. Ah damn. Oh well.  
17:04  Roger, we need, we need a uh to evac [evacuate] this child. Ah, she's got  

a uh, she's got a wound to the belly. 
17:10  I can't do anything here. She needs to get evaced. Over.  
17:18  Bushmaster Seven, Bushmaster Seven; this is Bushmaster Six Romeo.   
17:20  We need your location over.  
17:25  Roger, we're at the location where Crazyhorse engaged the RPG fire 

 break. 17:37 Grid five-four-five-eight.  
17:46  Well it's their fault for bringing their kids into a battle.  
17:48  That's right.  
17:56  Got uh, eleven.  
18:01  Yeah uh, roger. We're monitoring [observing].  
18:02  Sorry.  
18:04  No problem.  
18:07  Correction eight-six-one-six.  
18:16  Looking for more individuals-south.  
18:18  Bushmaster Six-Bushmaster Seven.  
18:29  I think they just drove over a body.  
18:31  Hey hey!  
18:32  Yeah!  
18:37  Maybe it was just a visual illusion, but it looked like it.  
18:41  Well, they're dead, so.  
18:44  Bushmaster Six; Hotel Two-Six over.  
18:56  Six; this is Four. I got one individual looks like he's got an RPG round  

laying underneath him. Break.   
19:05  Probably like to get 2 
. 
. 
. 
 
 
 
  

                                                
1 Senator Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.), February, 21, 2013, at a South Carolina Rotary Club, estimating 4,700 deaths to date 
by U.S. drones in the War on Terror. Reported widely. 
2 Transcript, Baghdad airstrike, July 12, 2007. 
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:  O U R  D A I L Y  N E W S :  J A C K S O N V I L L E ,  N C  ( 1 9 8 7 )   
 
 

February 

Cleaning staff at the EconoLodge on Wolf Swamp Road discover the body 
of a woman, age 37, last seen in the presence of a 26-year-old Marine 
who, in custody, admits to slapping her with an open hand.  
 
April 

Undetected by upper echelon, a girl, 13, spends two weeks 
in base barracks, servicing the men.  
 
June 

Record number of locusts. Sleep’s difficult. 
 
August  

[Warning: Steep Downgrade Ahead ]  

A former Marine supply clerk is convicted of murdering 
his commanding officer with a stolen knife, then stabbing 
the officer’s wife — who taught school — raping her as she died. 
Motive: He’d been reprimanded for misuse of office equipment. 
Sentence: He gets life. 
 
[Update, 1999: The parole board agrees to hear the case, sparking outcry. 
A senior officer says, “There are Marines who would line up to shoot this guy.”] 
 
October 

A Marine, 21, and his wife are sentenced in the killing of  
their 23-month-old daughter. Cause of death: brain swelling 
post-head trauma. 
 
November 

Really. 
 
December 

Who can be asked to remember. 
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:  A N D  E V E R Y W H E R E  E L S E  

 
May 1987 

Rochester, New York: A retired Army sergeant shoots a woman, age 70, 
as she exits a Mother’s Day service at a Presbyterian church. A fatal mistake, 
he confesses. “I meant to kill my wife, but I forgot my glasses.” 
 
 



30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30

 

SWM 13-121 
MILITARY GOVERNMENT 

(4) More specifically, all local laws should be permitted to remain in full force and effect, except 

as specifically provided by the military governor. 

(5) All local civil officials, except those duly removed or suspended from office by the military 

governor or by the military commander having immediate jurisdiction over said officials, should 

be encouraged to remain at their posts and be protected in the performance of their official duties. 

They should be required to take an oath to faithfully perform their duties. This oath is not an oath 

of allegiance. 

(6) Vacancies among local civil officials by death, flight, or removal from office should be filled 

as follows: 

(a) Where the local law provides for their selection by the President or by the head of a 

department, or for their popular election—by the military governor. 

(b) Where the local law provides for their selection by a subordinate civil official or minor 

legislative body—by the military commander having immediate jurisdiction over the said official 

or legislative body. 

(7) An official of the hostile government who has accepted service under the occupant should be 

permitted to resign and should not be punished for exercising such privilege. Such official should 

not be forced to exercise his functions against his will. 

(8) Any civil official found guilty of acts subversive of the occupying power should be subject to 

trial and punishment by military commission. 

13--13. Law enforcement agencies and public services.—The proclamation of the commander of 

the force announces the extent to which the local law and governmental system are to be 

continued. It should request the inhabitants to resume their usual occupations. Public services and 

utilities should continue or resume operations 

under the direction and control of military authorities. The administration of justice should be 

given special attention. All courts, unless specifically excepted by the commander of the force, 

should be permitted to function and their decisions enforced except that: 

(1) No person in the service of the naval forces and subject to naval law will be subject to any 

process of the local courts. However, writs of subpoena may be served with permission from the 

local commanding officer. 

(2) Persons charged with violations of military orders, or with offenses against persons or 

property of members of the occupying forces, or against the laws of war are to be 

                                                
1 Originating text is the United States Marine Corps Small Wars Manual. 
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SWM 13-12 

MILITARY GOVERNMENT 

(4) More specifically, all local laws should be permitted to remainin full force and effect, except 

as specifically provided by the military governor. 

(5) All local civil officials, except those duly removed or suspended from office by the military 

governor or by the military commander having immediate jurisidiction over said officials, should 

be encouraged to remain at their posts and be protected in the performance of their official duties. 

They should be required to take an oath to faithfully perform their duties. This oath is not an oath 

of allegiance. 

(6) Vacancies among local civil officials by death, flight, or removal from office should be filled 

as follows: 

(a) Where the local law provides for their selection by the President or by the head of a 

department, or for their popular election—by the military governor. 

(b) Where the local law provides for their selection by a subordinate civil official or minor 

legislative body—by the military commander having immediate jurisdiction over the said official 

or legislative body. 

(7) An official of the hostile government who has accepted service under the occupant should be 

permitted to resign and should not be punished for exercising such privilege. Such official should 

not be forced to exercise his functions against his will. 

(8) Any civil official found guilty of acts subversive of the occupying power should be subject to 

trial and punishment by military commission. 

13--13. Law enforcement agencies and public services.—The proclamation of the commander of 

the force announces the extent to which the local law and governmental system are to be 

continued. It should request the inhabitants to resume their usual occupations. Public services and 

utilities should continue or resume operations 

under the direction and control of military authorities. The administration of justice should be 

given special attention. All courts, unless specifically excepted by the commander of the force, 

should be permitted to function and their decisions enforced except that: 

(1) No person in the service of the naval forces and subject to naval law will be subject to any 

process of the local courts. However, writs of subpoena may be served with permission from the 

local commanding officer. 

(2) Persons charged with violations of military orders, or with offenses against persons or 

property of members of the occupying forces, or against the laws of war are to be tried by  
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SWM 13-1 

MILITARY GOVERNMENT 

(4) More specifically, all local laws should be permitted to remainin full force and effect, except 

as specifically provided by the military governor. 

(5) All local civil officials, except those duly removed or suspended from office by the military 

governor or by the military commander having immediate jurisidiction over said officials, should 

be encouraged to remain at their posts and be protected in the performance of their official duties. 

They should be required to take an oath to faithfully perform their duties. This oath is not an oath 

of allegiance. 

(6) Vacancies among local civil officials by death, flight, or removal from office should be filled 

as follows: 

(a) Where the local law provides for their selection by the President or by the head of a 

department, or for their popular election—by the military governor. 

(b) Where the local law provides for their selection by a subordinate civil official or minor 

legislative body—by the military commander having immediate jurisdiction over the said official 

or legislative body. 

(7) An official of the hostile government who has accepted service under the occupant should be 

permitted to resign and should not be punished for exercising such privilege. Such official should 

not be forced to exercise his functions against his will. 

(8) Any civil official found guilty of acts subversive of the occupying power should be subject to 

trial and punishment by military commission. 

13--13. Law enforcement agencies and public services.—The proclamation of the commander of 

the force announces the extent to which the local law and governmental system are to be 

continued. It should request the inhabitants to resume their usual occupations. Public services and 

utilities should continue or resume operations 

under the direction and control of military authorities. The administration of justice should be 

given special attention. All courts, unless specifically excepted by the commander of the force, 

should be permitted to function and their decisions enforced except that: 

(1) No person in the service of the naval forces and subject to naval law will be subject to any 

process of the local courts. However, writs of subpoena may be served with permission from the 

local commanding officer. 

(2) Persons charged with violations of military orders, or with offenses against persons or 

property of members of the occupying forces, or against the laws of war are to be tried by  


